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relief. But in August, 1687, it fell before the relieving
army reached it. Harji Mahadik retired to Jinji and sent
Keshav Pingle and Santaji Ghorpade with eighteen thousand
horse to invade Mysore.

After the battle of Talikot in 1564 and the subsequent
break-up of the Vijayanagar kingdom the viceroy of
Mysore had made himself an independent ruler, and had
recently grown greatly in power. Harji Mahadik's design
was to reduce Mysore to a Maratha possession while the
Moghuls were still engaged in the siege of Golconda. But
before he could achieve anything the military situation
entirely changed. The fall of the beleaguered fortress
had freed the Moglml army to conquer southern India.
Nor was the emperor slow to profit by his success. Six
thousand Moghul horse under Asad Khan seized the country
from Masulipatam to the Palar river. The Golconda
viceroy at Cuddapa on the north Pennar river at once
accepted service under the conqueror. Nor were the Hindu
governors of Canjeveram and Punamali less ready to
secure their posts by changing sides. The latter, indeed,
justified his conduct by a picturesque illustration. "The
world", he said, "was constantly turning on its axis and
altering the side which it presented to the sun* It was,
therefore, not strange that an inhabitant of the world
should follow so excellent an example," The Moghul suc-
cesses produced among the Maratha leaders quarrels and
despondency. Ilarji Mahadik recalled Keshav Pingle and
ordered him to invade the countries on the eastern coast
between the North Pennar and the Palar rivers and to
drive out the Moghul garrisons and partisans. Keshav
Pingle refused to obey Harji Mahadik's orders. So Mahadik
with great daring sent instead, a part of the Jinji garrison.
The governor of Punamali true to his principle, once more
revolved on his axis and owned Sambhaji as his suzerain.
The rest of the province followed suit and the small
Maratha force without difficulty collected the revenues of
Punamali, Arcot and Canjeveram.